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AMENDMENT 

Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims In the 
cunrent application: 

Listing of the claims. 

1 (Currently Amended) An Instrument to extract us eful for extracting live hair follicles 
from mammalian skin tissue, the instrument comorisina w h i ch dov i oo comprises : 

a) a main body portion having a first end portion, a second end portion, and a 
longest length dimension, and further comprising a first bore centrally disposed 
therethrough, wherein the axis of said first bore runs parallel to said longest length 
dimension of said main body portion, and wherein said first bore comprises an Inner 
surface within said main body; 

b) a nipple end portion having a first end portion and a tip portion, and further 
including a second bore centrally disposed therethrough, wherein said first end portion of 
said nipple end portion is attached to said second end portion of said main body portion, 
and wherein said second bore comprises an Inner surface within said nipple end; 

c) a tubular punch means having a first end portion and a sharp end portion, 
wherein safd tubular punch exists substantially in the fomn of a hollow cylinder having an 
interior space, and an outer diameter, and wherein said tubular punch means Is slidably 
disposed within said second bore; 

d) a stabilizer means disposed within said first bore and In contact with said 
tubular punch means; and 
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e) an adjustment screw comprising a head portion, a threaded outer surface, and 
an end, wherein said adjustment screw is disposed within said first bore such that Its 
threaded outer surface Is In effective mechanical contact with said inner surface within 
said main body, and wherein said end of said adjustment screw Is disposed to be 
selectively contactable with at least one element selected from the group of: said 
stabilizer and said tubular punch means. 

2. (CunBntly Amended) 3MM Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said stabilizer 
Includes a third bore disposed therethrough that Is adapted to receive said tubular punch 
means such that said stabilizer means is coextensively disposed about said tubular 
punch means. 

3. (Currently Amended) Ihe.AB Instrument according to claim 2 wherein said stabilizer 
means and said tubular punch means are both slldably disposed as a unit within said 
first bore and said second bore respectively. 

4. (Cun^ntiy Amended) Ibe.An Instrument according to claim 2 wherein said stabilizer 
means Is stationary within said first bore, and wherein said tubular punch means Is 
slidably disposed within said second bore and said third bore. 

5. {Currently Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 1 wherein said sharp end 
portion of said tubular punch means Is flat, or Is angled at any degree between about 30 
degrees and about 90 degrees. . 

6. (Currently Amended) The.AB instrument according to claim 1 wherein said adjustment 
screw includes a head portion and an end portion, and further comprises a fourth bore 
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centrally disposed through its length. 

7. (Currently Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 6 wherein said fourth bore 
extends from said head portion to said end portion* 

8. (Currently Amended) Il}e_AB Instrument according to claim 6 wherein said interior 
space within said tubular punch means is in fluid communication with said fourth bore 
disposed within said adjustment screw. 

9. (CuRBntly Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 6 wherein said stabilizer 
includes a third bore disposed therethrough, and wherein said first end portion of said 
tubular punch means Is disposed within said third bore through said stabilizer means 
such that said stabilizer means and said tubular punch means are both slidabiy disposed 
as a unit within said first bore and said second bore respectively. 

10. (Currently Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 1 wherein said first bore 
extends from said first end portion to isaid second end portion of said main body portion. 

1 1 . (Cun^ntly Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 1 wherein said second 
bore extends from said first end portion to said tip portion of said nipple end portion. 

12. (Currently Amended) The A n insfrument according to claim 1 wherein said main 
body portion is substantially cyiindrically shaped. 

13. (Currently Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 1 wherein the tubular 
punch means has an outer surface, and wherein the outer surface of said tubular punch 
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means Is in contact with the inner surface of said second bore disposed within said 
nipple end portion. 

14. (Currently Amended) The A b Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said nipple 
end portion Is substantially cyllndrlcally shaped. 

15. (Cun^ntiy Amended) The A r Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said first bore 
and said second bore have the same diameter. 

16. (Currently Amended) Ihe.AR Instrument according to claim 1 wherein the diameter 
of said second bore is less than the diameter of said first bore. 

17. (Currently Amended) Ihe.AB Instrument according to claim 1 wherein the diameter 
of said second bore Is greater than the diameter of said first bore. 

18. (Cun-ently Amended) TheA B instrument according to claim 1 wherein the outer 
diameter of the tubular punch means is smaller than the Inner diameter of said second 
bore. 

19. (Currently Amended) The A ft Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said nipple 
end and main body comprise a single construct. 

20. (Cun-ently Amended) The A n instrument according to claim 1. wherein said sharp end 
of said tubular punch means comprises a beveled edge. 
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21. (Currently Amended) The A b Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said stabilizer 
means comprises io oompr i ood of an elastomeric material selected from the group 
consisting of: polyolefln homopolymers, polyolefin copolymers, thermoplastic 
vulcanizates, and thermoset elastomers, 

22. (Currently Amended) The A n Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said tubular 
punch means Is metallic. 

23. (Currently Amended^ The A b Instrument according to claim 1 wherein said tubular 
punch means tardier includes an Inner diameter which is substantially unlfomi along the 
entire length of said tubular punch means. 

24. (Currently Amended) TheA R instrument according to claim 23 wherein the Inner 
diameter of said tubular punch means is any diameter tn the range of between about 0.5 
millimeters and about 4.5 millimeters. 

25. (Cun^ntly Amended) TM-jAb instrument according to claim 1 wherein said nipple 
end portion comprises a flat surface which is adapted to contact the skin of a patient, 
wherein the total surface area of said nipple end which contacts said patient is in the 
range of between about 5 square millimeters and about 25 square millimeters. 

26. (Currently Amended) TheAR instalment according to claim 1 wherein the inner 
diameter of the tubular punch means is any diameter In the range between about 0.5 
millimeters and about 4.5 millimeters. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The A ft instrument according to cleim 1 wherein the outer 
diameter of the tubular punch means is about 0,2 to about 0.3 millimeters greater than 
the Inner diameter of said tubular punch means. 

28. (Cun^ntly Amended) The-Aft instrument according to claim 1 wherein the length 
dimension of said nipple end is In the range of between about 0.03 millimeters and about 
10 millimeters, 

29. (Currently Amended) The A r instrument according to claim 1 wherein the diameter 
cfsaid second bore Is about 0,1 millimeters smaller I n diameter than the outer diameter 
of said tubular punch means. 

30. (Canceled) 

31 . (Canceled) 

32. (Currently Amended) An Instmment to extract live hair follicles from mammalian skin 
tissue, the Instrument comprising: 

a) a nipple end portion having a first end portion and a t ip portion, said nipple end 
portion having a longest length dimension and further inc ludino a bore disposed 
therethrough having an axis Is parallel to said longest len ath dimension, said bore 
comprising an Inner surface within sard nipple end: 

■ b > a tubular punch Which exists substanttallv In the form of a ho llow cvlinder 
having two open ends, an interior space, and an outer diameter not exceeding about 5.0 
millimeters, wherein at least one end of said tubular punch means is a cutting end which 
ts capable of piercing said skin tissue, said tubular punch m eans further including an 
•\ 
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Inner diameter between about 0.5 millimeters and 4.5 millimeters, wh ich is substantiaHv 
uniform along the entire length of said tubular punch means, said tubular pun ch means 
being slidablv disposed within said bore such that Its cutting end Is c apable of coinciding 
with said tin portion of said nipple end portion when the tubular punc h means does not 
protrude outward from said tip portion: and 

c) a threaded screw to adjust a position of the tubular punch within said bore and 
control of an amount which said cutting end protmdes from said tip portion of said nipple 
end portion. A n I notrumont Qooord i ng to c l a i m 30 whoroln sa i d meono for odjuoting tho 
poo l tlon of tho tubular punch moons within sa i d boro oompr l poo o said.threaded screw 
having an end portion which is In effective mechanical contact with said tubular punch 
moano, and a stationary portion capable of engaging with 4he threads on said threaded 
screw, wherein said stationary portion Is in effective mechanical contact with said nipple 
end portion. 

33 - 37. (Canceled) 
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